why 
ath 


Approved For Release 2003/06/13 : is aa 


S Decemer 1952 


Dear Miss Hunmpnreys: 


Vernoral xalter Redell Smith, Director of Cantral Intelligence, 


hag asxed me to reply to your letter of 1 December 1952 and to give 
you the followin: information: 


Le Copy of the tational Security ict of 1947, which establisted CIA. 


2o Central Intelligence Avency Act of 19h5, which gave the Agency 


certain basic adwinistrative authorities. 


on 22 January 19h6 the President issued a directive which estab- 
Lisned tne National {ntelligence Authority, vonsisting of the Secretaries 
of State, Jar, and Navy, and the personal representative of tne fresicent. 
This directive also required the secretaries above named to cesipnate 
persons rom their reapective departments who collectively formed the 
Central Intellivence Group under the direction of the Director of 

central Intellivence. The Director of Central Intelligence was 
responsible to the National Intelligence Auluorlty. 


The first Dirceter of Central Intellirence appointed by the 
President was Rear ‘dmiral Sidney 4. Souers whe set up the initial 
organization and held the post from 22 Jamuary 1946 until he was 
succeeded by Lt. Gen. Hoyt 3. Vandenbers on 10 June 19L4. On 1 May 1947, 
Near Adwiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter was anocinted to tae soest, succend- 
int General Vandenberg. 


an 26 July 9c}, the Sresident approved the National Security Act, 
wbien created the Uational Security Council, under which tne Central 
Intellivance Avcency was created. ‘Tne Neticnal Security Council and 
the Central Intellivence Agancy renleced the National Intelligence 
Authority and the Central Intelligence “roup., but the position, "Director 
of Cantral Tntcllivence," was retained, and ‘deiral Willenkoetter held 
that post until 7 Oetobar 1950, when he was succeeded by Ceneral walter 
Bedell Smith, who is the sresent Director. 
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As you will realize, the nature of intelilgence wcrk results in 
wery little that may oe made know. about if publicly. ‘or that reason 
we » do not recomend articles about C28 nor do we comment on ose 

icn from time to time appear in the press or mayazines. 


more], Sudth hopes that tils material end information wid de 
helph Aa to you in your writing for an American Government course 2b 
corthwestern ‘University. 


Siacerely, 


Stanley J. Srogarn 
Assistant to the Directer 
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